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ammunition and armament was smuggled into the Boef terri-
tories. Meanwhile their fears and racial bitterness were
further inflamed by a demand from Mr, Chamberlain, as
Secretary of State for the Colonies, for a more adequate
system of franchise being extended to British residents in the
Transvaal. President Kruger responded, proposing that
differences between Great Britain and the Republic should
be submitted to the arbitration of a Swiss court, To this
Mr. Chamberlain replied that arbitration was out of the
question, owing to the suzerainty of Great Britain over the
Transvaal. The use of the word * suzerainty,1 which had
never been heard as regards the relations between the two
countries for many years, was vehemently repudiated by
President Kruger and his colleagues. It was not denied that
the Transvaal Republic was subordinate to Great Britain to
the extent of entering into treaties with foreign Powers, but
this, it was maintained, meant nothing like ' suzerainty/ and
the obnoxious word had been dropped out of the Convention
of London in 1881, when the independence of the Republic
had been fully acknowledged, and the relations between Great
Britain and the Transvaal fully defined. Mr. Chamberlain
held to the point that, because the word had not been used in
the second treaty, it did not cancel the use of that word,
decisively mentioned in the first treaty after the conclusion of
the war in 1880* Putting that on one side, however, he now
proposed that a meeting should take place at Bloemfontein
between President Kruger and the new High Commissioner,
Sir Alfred Milner, who had been appointed to succeed Sir
Hercules Robinson. It was expected that some friendly
agreement might be arrived at after full discussion and de-
liberation of both sides.

The Conference took place in May, 1899, but resulted in
nothing* The High Commissioner demanded a full franchise
for all Europeans in the Transvaal after five years' residence
in the country. President Kruger refused this absolutely on
the score that, with a hostile majority in the Republic, its